Aw 


= 


in common with many 

$ and seekers after Truth, 

the metaphor of a Path. This 
progression from the known to 

own, a growth from within out- 
us expressing that fundamental 
the will of the Hidden One to 
he revealed Many. 

n to tread this path we must 
the direction in which we should 
erstand the means by which 

me difficulties and ob- 

past. We must look back 
to understand where we now 


y 


‘find ourselves equipped with 
and psychical instrument 
ed of material which has evolved 
ig ages of time. Each of us has 
aplex and complicated 
mineral, plant and animal 
emotional and mental 
from the experience 
lution. 
of our personalities 
that we can abandon 
begin to have glimpses 
1al consciousness which 
nnot carry out the Work 
s human beings niss 
ted our personal instru- 
use them to their ſullest 
ton has produced for us 
Will inevitably car ns 

tide, as it has cz * 
he many expressions of The 
all ihe Kingdoms of Natufe. 
gan there comes a choſee. 
imself to be pushed for- 
tances, as heretofore, 
atever power and skill 
eved to quicken his pace. 

e choose may be hard and 
difficult and exhausting, 
> had even a glimpse of the 
‘know that no other way 
for us, and our treading of 
ill be the result of our own will. 
‘be doing that which in our 
5 we want to do. And this 
to us the kind of joy which shines 
th all difficulties and illumines the 
‘way not only for us but also for our 
companions. If we look back on our 
lives we can see the gradual widening of 
our interests, a gradual acceptance of 
responsibilities, of duties as well as rights. 
Each of us has travelled his own unique 
path and each must ‘ry to understand 


the sequence of past experience and its 
lessons 

Ov: way can be seen to have been a 
er videning-of interest, a change of 
fi gm ourselves and our con 


» reanzation of the needs of huma. 
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< The Joyous Venture 


Condensed from a Talk by Madeleine Leslie-Smith 


This is our Joyous Venture, to U 
within ourselves the truly human ¢ 
cities of mind and heart, the refl 
in us of the Trinity of the One 
Will, Wisdom and Active Intellig 
This joy is the result of the alignment of 
the personality with the Higher Self, 


But it is the “great orphan humanity” 
which calls for our help. We are one With 
all mankind, part of that entity which 
is Man and we cannot ignore his call, 
So we must consider what are the true 
needs of humanity, which is for the most 
part so deficient in joyousness. Fortu- 
nately, there are already many who see 
the urgent needs of humanity and are 
deeply concerned with the facts of human 
misery. ; 

What is not realized is that hum 
misery is the result of man’s refusal ú 
live up to the best that he knows. It ii 
the result of selfishness and greed far 
more than ignorance. The selfishness 
primitive man could not lead to th 
disastrous consequences thai mode 


man’s selfishness can cause -wer, famin 
and disease. 


Linked with man's egocentric aw”, 


tude, and equally disastrous for his future 
survival, is his failure to realize his own 
responsibility for these conditions. As 
Theosophists it is urgent for us to make 
available in the world the Theosophical 
concept of the One Life and man’s 


function as an agent of the Divine Life in 
the world of form, 


For men still seem to look for help 
from some external power when faced 
with problems or disaster. But man must 
learn that his alone is the responsibility, 
and that this responsibility extends to all 
the other kingdoms of nature as well. 
Just as individual man has had to learn 
that he cannot live in isolation from his 
fellows, so must mankind learn that 
he must play his destined role as part 
of the evolving life of the entire planet. 
His own well-being is dependent on the 
well-being of all aspects of life. 


Already forward-looking men are be- 
coming aware of what is happening to 
our earth. But the motives for much of 
this concern is fear and selfishness. It 
is man’s environment that is threatened. 
It is good that man is at least beginning 
to consider these things and is trying to 
find solutions. But it will be better when 
it is understood that the whole of Nature, 
including man, is an interdependent unity 
and that Man's funci is to guide and 
direct its evol . For man is the one 
fi 8 
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Towards the New Age 


Condensed from a Talk to the German Summer School by 
Joy Mills 
National President of the Theosophical Society in America 


There is much talk today about a new 
age, yet the same problems still seem to 
be with us. It is not war or pollution or 
poverty or racial prejudice that will 
destroy the world; it is man, who engages 
in war, permits poverty and pollution, 
perpetuates prejudice, 

Now the only wisdom that can assist 
us in meeting the challenges of the new 
age, is a wisdom that arises naturally 
from within ourselves, not a wisdom im- 
posed from without. The kind of wisdom 
that is needed arises when we see life 
whole, when we recognize the essential 
unity of life, and when we act upon that 
recognition by living in a certain manner. 

For nearly a hundred years the Theo- 
sophical Society has existed as an organi- 
zation founded upon the ideal of universal 
brotherhood, but the Society does not 
exist to make men brothers, but rather 
to awaken in human consciousness a 
realization of the nature of our being, 
which is rooted in a unitary source. If 
that is accepted, then all that proceeds 
from that one source must be in some 
way related, not only to the source, but 
to everything and everyone else. It may 
be said that the awareness, the realiza- 
tion, of brotherhood is the essence of 
true occultism and also of the mystical 
experience. The Self of man and the Self 
of the universe is One: this is the supreme 
secret. The new age must be one in which 
each one knows for himself the reality 
of that right relationship which is 
brotherhood. 

If brotherhood is basically the art of 
tight relationship then as we look at 
ourselves and at the world about us, we 
recognize that our whole experience is 
relational. When attention is concentrated 
on our boundaries, and so is exclusive, 
selective and divisive, it is easy to notice 
differences, but when attention is broad- 
ened, one discovers any number of 
unities, such as that we think along 
similar lines, feel similar emotions or 
even have similar physical features. The 
fundamental realities of nature are not, 


s may be the terms or limits, Re- 
tions, not things, are the basie con- 
ts of nature, Nature is through 
through relational, and so inter- 
e at one point has interminable 
foreseeable results, 

ch. 


cepted our own peculiarities, the warring 


elements of our own nature, we resist 
hose very peculiarities in others. So 
we want to move away fr: or 
from an environment we d. but 
of course we take oursel and 
th or dislike is in ourselves, not in 
ot or in the envir 


ship cannot be e 
characterised resista 
tendency to move away from thii 
people. So we have to under: it 
nature of resistance if we are to ¢ 
to an appreciation of right rel: 
or brotherhood. 

We and our environment are 
against each other. There is an 
phere of suspicion, of distrust, be 
ourselves and the world in Which 
live. We build a defence mechani: 
our psychological lives so as to 
always in readiness to resist and 
taliate. For example, when som 
points out a mistake to us or a faw 
thought and action, our 
reaction is to justify ourselves. 
plain our behaviour, to resist the ch: 

In our meeting with friends an 
relatives we show forth another form 
resistance: through anticipation. : 
anticipate our friends to behave in 
particular manner and this becomes 4 
defence mechanism against any other 
manner of behaviour which our friends | 
may be displaying. 

Our psychological nature moves in a 
very subtle manner, so that we are likely 
to miss many factors of resistance im OUT 
own lives although we may be 1 
sciously feeling its efect through dìs- 
sipation and frustration. 
we have a tendency to resist the success 
we see in others which has been 
to us, whether this is on the ma 
plane, or in the spiritual life. In this case 
we put up a very subtle form of resistance 
and take a morbid delight when 
body discovers holes in the success 
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resisting We are not able to 
the situations in which we are, the 
sons whom we contact, or the ideas that 
impinge upon Us. P 
pees to this problem of resis- 
tance is acceptance, for acceptance I$ a 
matter of establishing a right relationship 
ween ourselves and everything ex- 


g nature. 5 
The student of Theosophy, recogniz- 
order and purpose in the universe, 
make his own creative experience 
N of man’s inner being, utilis- 
the techniques and ancient disciplines 
ga Or the methods which lead to the 
depths of the mystical experience. 
ay then testify of his own im- 
> knowledge concerning the words 
he and spirit, Since these 
; are realms of spiritual power, har- 
law, and utterly compassionate 
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THEOSOPHY 


IN ACTI PTEMBER 1972 


Steps Forward: 
Condensed from a Talk to th 
lanthe 


Theosophists are seekers after Truth to 
This search has to begin here and now. 
not tomorrow or in some faraway 
country, or in an ashram. There arc 
many ways to Truth, One way is to study 
the meaning of words with the help of a 
dictionary. 

Speech distinguishes mankind from 

himals. It is said that the Universe is 
the speech of God, His utterance. As 
‘it says in the Gospel; ‘In the beginning 
was the Word’. The search for Truth 

4 e with reverence for words. 
= mantics is the branch of philosophy 

asks questions about the meaning of 
words. It also asks how the — got 
into the words. It explores o hto. 
sophical problems about words, the 
problem of the accuracy of or, 
more correctly, the lack of precision. 
To give an example of a ae common 
sentence: Grass is green. Which grass? 
The grass at Adyar is not green, it is 
brown, because the sun dries it up. In 
Africa 1 saw straw-coloured grass and 
red grass that people put into vases like 
flowers. So you see we ought to say: 
Grass is sometimes green, or Some grass 
is green. 

What colour is the colour we call 
green? In the countryside in Germany, 
France and England we see ten or 
twenty colours that are all called green. 
Green is a very vague, imprecise, in- 
accurate word. 

Our Summer School has a theme: 
Steps into the New Age. But the German 
translation of the English translation of 
the German title does not say: Steps into 
the New Age. It says: Steps Ahead. Now 
we have to ask: Which direction is 
Ahead? 

In the book Logic for Beginners there 
is a chapter entitled Unfinished Terms, 
with many examples, such as: Useful; ` 
a useful book. But useful for what? 
for whom? for a child? for a chess 
player? a housewife? Valuable: a valuable 
concept or idea. Valuable for whom? 


Chairman’s Report 
1971-72 


The most important event of the ; 
was the European Congress held im Pan 
in August 1971. This was an ari 
and very happy occasion made px f 
by the hard work and charm of all thes 
responsible for the organisation, especial 
ly the host Section and its General 
a P. Thorin, of France 
Congress was age g 
able for the presence there 
Sri Ram, our International 
Other visiting i 
Rukmini Devi Arundale, 
Burnier and Mr. John Co 
some members from ralia 
our steps ahead: first into the General Secretaries and deleg 
deas and attitudes; secondly, mow, à | 
cle of action with our personal : 
a theosophist, | am a vege- 
a member, | do this, I think 
omebody! 
step into a circle that has 
ions, in which the 
f and becomes identified wi 
. Jinarajadasa liked to adapt 
it phrase: That Self, that am I, 
used to say: That work, that 
| The Voice of the Silence it says: 
not tread the Path until you 


Forwards? 


mer School by 


change himself in order 
an impersonal instrument, 
help the Theosophie al Society 
to its second century 
step: the personality hears the 
Theosophy. The second step 
ality reacts and changes itself 
influence of the higher self 
step: one transcends the per- 


ahead is called Waylessness, 
de, Impersonality, To be a 
| worker means that one has 
no personal ambition, that one 
s nor desires anything at all 


ag 


! J Moreover, 

utres moeurs, or with Sir 

cott Old times are changed, 
s e". There is, however, one 
to now has survived all 

that is Courtesy. lis 

f expressio jes, and this it is 
k madaptable elders feel 

re being betrayed. 
showed itself more 
oth spilling over 
is usually just a 
cof manners easily 
nnerism and some- 


is also the teaching we find in 

n the Path for students of occult- 

deed, the third step takes us out 

Theosophy of ideas or concepts, 

ich the personality is influenced 

kes us into Theosophy as oc- 

sm, which requires the destruction 

personality. 

Here are some sentences from Light 

he Path. Think about them in con- 

with our Steps Ahead, steps 

d for us, members, workers of the 
phical Society. 


personality must be dissolved and 


to be polite, con- 
definition. This 
courtesy 

is 


being held in most Sections: 


$s, consideration 
do we find? 


ait 


for a student? for a burglar? for the 


General Secretary of the German Sec- 
tion? Desirable: the most desirable goal 
in life. Who desires this goal? the gamb- 
ler? the artist? the businessman? the 
theosophist? And also the example that 
can help us to understand our problem: 

The progressive policy of a party. But 
in politics, which direction is progressive? 
For some, progressive means in one 
direction, for the opposition the sai 
policy is a backward step. When oni 
says: progressive, one must also ask 
whither? 

Here is our title: Steps Ahead. Which 


The disciple 
self with a firm hay 
into the realm of 
knowledge of his fri 
even See his teacher. If he wishes to 

me a disciple, must immediately 
become a servant, The disciple who under- 
takes this work, i.e. to teach or to share 
his knowledge, but who hopes secretly 
in his heart for success or glory, and 
desires to appear before the world as a 
teacher Or apostle, fails before he 
begins, because he is secretly worship- 
ping himself. * 


grasp the snake of 
and slay it. He enters 


nayian, Pays — 
Ger nan-speaking i 
and the Finnish, Danish. 
Icelandic Sections and the 
Week in Huizen I have 
to attend the English 
Conventions and hope to 
the International Week 
Regional Summer School 
The Sections produce a Ei 
of journals, mostly of a kig 
Especially interesting 
ones is that published in 
languages, Hebrew, Ge 
The Federation joursal 


direction is, for us, ahead? In which 
direction must we go? First we ought to 
ask another question. Who is this ‘we’? 
Who are we? The theosophists in Bad 
Homburg? The Theosophical Society? 
or mankind? However, when I talk abou! 
the question today I shall mean the 
individual: you, every member and my- 
self, 

In order to understand the steps ahea 
we must first consider the steps we ha 
already taken. With the first step v 
entered the circle of theosophical id 
and attitudes, ie, the ideas of reine 
nation, karma, the unity of religio 
life after death ete., and attitudes, « 
brotherhood, freedom, tolerance, 
lessness, 


The second step is the step of acti 


Action, imaginatively aad | 
edited by Mrs Greta Ecdis | 
unfortunately, cover expenses 
an essential means of oe 
Federation and Sections. 
French and German have $ 
from time to time, partly 
the international character 
tion and partly to o 


But the disciple who does not fail, 
forgets himself, and becomes like one 
of the Holy Ones, because he seeks to 
give rather than t ive, to help rather 
than be helped, the hungry rather 
than to receive from heaven for 
himself. His n 


selfishness, W. 
other people, 
must give Up 
give up all rig 
longer for him 
Perhaps you y 
han's Letter in 
sophical Society 
a school of | 
cultism, That 
now spea Kini 
Sophists, Ne 
pated sin 
day, in 
People alt 
of Theo 


their attention 
of others as fellow 
the man is much 


* the werk ane ie 
and duphcating Sire 
s and other documents, 

a great debt of gratitude, 


MADELEINE 


With this second step 


r 


lheosop 
1 
hie Th 
oysa] * 
a (Continued from previous e 
une der at is the third step of the 
by. l d foren, for the at cal we 
erlich deco pioneer, form 
er a into an i instrume 
ping x 
Socie 
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f P rim of The Secret Doct 


Talk by V. Wallace Slater 


in 
an 
till 
as 
ce 
to 
of 
ial 


nd 


See that it changes from Mi 
monads. To quote The Secret 
"The Monads (the jivas, Or 
portions of Cosmic Life) are the 
the Atoms’, later called Atom 
Or individuals descending into} 
matter on ‘their own individ) 
grimage’. 

We now have arrived at the id 
Monad being ‘a truly indivisibl 
not ‘created but only transforme 
atmic level into individual consci 
The One has become the Mai 
descend through atma-buddhi to 
the mental level of consciousness 
it, the individual, journeys if 
lower levels, psychic and physica 
manas or emotive-thinking and 
bodies) as a series of incarnati 
we come te 


The Journey. 


Near the end of the first part of C 
genesis in The Secret Doctrine, U 
paragraph of the commentary give 
thumb-nail sketch of the jour 
follows: 


‘Starting on the long journe 
maculate, descending more and | 
into sinful matter, and having 
nected himself with every atom 
manifested Space — the Pilg 
having struggled through, and 
fered in, every form of Life and Being 
is only at the bottom of the valle; 
matter, and half through his cych 


when he has identified himself with cole 


lective humanity 


This he has made 


now to ascend t! 

of the Golgotha 

martyrdom of the self. 

tence. He has to sacrifi 

Himself, in order to redeem all creal 
ures, to resurrect the man. into the 


One Life. Then he ascends into Heaven 
indeed.’ 


On this Journey man is though uncon- 
sciously directed by the divine Pilgrim 
who is the spiritual progenitor of Man 


It is the spiritual and divine nature of 


man, independent of his physical bod). 
that eventually leads to conscious aware- 
mess of that divine Pilgrim who entered 
the physical frame at the first dawn of 
human life on this planet. 

The third fundamental proposition of 
The Secret Docirine speaks of the ‘obli- 
gator) pilgrimage for every Soul . . 
through the Cycle of Incarnation of 
Necessity.” The word Soul is here used 


for a spark of the Universal Over-Soul, - 


that is, for the eternal 
en 
is pilgrimage we are told that 

“the Esoteric Philosophy admits no 
privileges or s ecial gifts in man, save 

won by his own ego’. This ego is 
the intermediary between Monad and 
personality. 
19 eee , involution, was 
one of establishing a 


| OF in matter and 
Say paw we behaved 
* 
10 Oh 


Pilgrim, the un- 


Ms Where we arc 
Irge of our Own 


mar respons) 
Gus Alone 
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Peace be 


with us 


Extracts from a Talk to the German Summer School by 
Prof. Peter Meyer- Dohm (1) 


sire for peace is a deeply human 

nenon, of diverse dimensions and 

uced by various social and individual 

ion! re are great social tensions 

yday conflicts that we would 

d or lessen. Ultimately we have 

omised the Great Inner Peace 
understanding. 


of Scientific Peace Research 
imes difficult for the scientific 
rtaken since World War | 
Peace and Conflict Research, 
with it, to avoid the odium of 


deterrence 
the big Powers 
potential of atomic 


b. passing that which wo 


to exterminate the enemy, we shall 
understand that Peace R a 

itself largely to the question of how war 
as a forcible form of solving international 
conflicts could be avoided. 

There are two important branches of 
Peace Research. Johan Galtung, the 
founder and director of the International 
Peace Institute in Oslo (known as PRIO) 
has distinguished between the adherents 
of an Associate and those of a Dis- 
sociate Theory of Peace. The repre- 
sentatives of the former want to bring 
about peace by intensive contacts and 
communication between groups and 
nations, while according to the latter, 
peace will be guaranteed by shunning 
contacts, and mutual deterrence. 

Today, political decisions seem to be 
most strongly influenced by the dis- 
sociates’. However, changes are being 


heralded, e.g. by the German Eastern 


Policy, by China opening up politically, 
and by the Americo-Russian SALT Talks. 
Yet the most gigantic and murderous 


armament efforts are still being made out 


to be a contribution to peace. The result 
is what Dieter Senghaas calls a state of 
organized peacelessness, which is self- 
contradictory. For deterrence means re- 
conciling that which is irreconcilable, to 
wit, peace and war. The result of such 
politics is the balance of terror’ so well 
known to us all, Peace appears as the 
non-application of weapons produced in 
excess 


itical Peace Research deserves great 
credit for having impressively demon- 
trated the inherent contradiction, the 
xtraordinary danger and the unjustifiable 
of the deterring syst ` 
to eight 


duct of t Sond used f 
itary purposes ba 
cost of aru aments sur 


Fhe object of the Associate Theory of 
Peace is to bring conflicting parties to 
the negotiating table on a basis of 
equality, and to prevail upon them to co- 
operate. It holds that conflicts may be 
prevented by manifold contacts, inten- 
sive co-operation in different fields and 
by being informed about one another. 
2 standing above the nations 
and parties would take over the tasks of 


solving conflicts, say 
compromise. 


without distinctions 
not establish that universal 
in the world of matter, but 
_ precipitate the spiritual 
atherhood that alone will 
r polarize the differences 


In Perspective 


| looks back he can sce, 
of many a period, fore- 
he pattern to come that 
ceived by men at the 

in those happenings. 
trend is seen within a 

often it is spread over 
and not be evident till 


l; a rs 
stood behind 
Theosophical Society 
umed to have possessed 
ernment, for the Objects 

and the doctrines of Theo- 
s wanted to supply the 
eds of humanity today. 

g to that let us examine 


movements in the most 

d countries. The mas- 

o used to be in- 

orant, are no longer so. 
educated, more intel- 
son of radio and telc- 
informed on all mat- 
ssors. They can 

de a case with their em- 
ghily see economics no! 

t t as man-made ar- 
be re-arranged, 

aped. No longer 

5 as second class 


ey intend to be 
r industrial 


to be treated as 
to be moved 
pensed with 
y decision of 


is making its 

ed for achieving 

questioned. The 

fers, and workers 

called irrespon- 

ort that employers 

responsibility and self- 

with employees. One 

put judging. All the 

e to be known for a 

e formed. One most 

the future is the 

ndaries: workers 
aspect 

great importance. 

so silent but on the 

revolution taking us“ 

fet unknown force in its 


THEOSOPHY IN ACT! 


Lastly, there are one or two Eastern 
lands that still show some of the qualities 
of their ancient civilizations and that have 
Hot so far been too much corrupted by 
mechanistic philosophy and the lure of 
cybernetics. These countries may well 
prove of major importance for the pat 
tern of the world in 2,000 A.D, 


From theory to practice 

The terrible inhumanity of man to 
man is an appalling feature of our earth 
Tt has ever been so, But until fairly recent 
times there were few who did not think 
that it was natural and inevitable. But 
now we haye developed theories of 
tolerance, and the Charter of the United 
Nations bears witness that many men 
all over the world feel there should be 
brotherhood. How much of this change 
of thought is due to the spread of theo- 
sophical ideas over the past century we 
can never know; but it is likely to have 
been an important factor, So far, there 
is tolerance only as an ideal concept; 
but a thing has to be thought before it 
can be done; and when there is enough 
power of thought, then the pressure for 
its practical application becomes ir- 
resistible. Herein lies a sure hope for the 
future. One point is worth noting. Pro- 
tests are sometimes made against human 
beings being treated like cattle. But why 
should cattle be treated as they are? So 
long as cattle, or other animals, are cal- 
lously or cruelly exploited, so long will 
the barbarous element in men’s nature be 
vented also on their fellows. If the 
cruelty is there, it will out. 

If, out of the turmoil of all these 
modern trends, a better world is to emerge 
and mankind is to take a further step 
forward in the last quarter of this tur- 
bulent century, there must come a recog- 
nition of man as a spiritual being, which 
would restore purpose in life and relegate 
materialistic aims to their proper limbo. 


A long-term purpose 

The second Object of our Society was 
surely devised to show the unity that is 
behind all thinking, and so get rid of 
superstition and bigotry. To a consider- 
able extent this has happened during the 
past 100 years, though there is still much 
to be done. But unfortunately with the 
discarding of untenable beliefs has also 
gone rejection of any reality behind 
them. Hence the widespread materialism 
from which we suffer. Our third Object 
should lead us to realize not only man’s 
inherent psychic powers but, more im- 
portant, the unlimited potentiality of man 
as a spark of the Divine Flame and of 
mankind as God in the making. This 
brings one to the first Object, the nucleus 
of brotherhood. 

The void left by the throwing over of 
the old dogmas in every religion ought 
to have been filled with the message of 
the Esoteric Philosophy: the unity of all 
life and the identity of the spirit of man 
with the Universal Spirit. These are 
truths that are fundamental for men to 
know for the proper direction of theii 
lives and for their fulfilment as human 
beings. These are truths to which mi 
must come in the end. This is the oi 
way forward to the true inheritance | 
mankind, Our extremely difficult task 
is to try to present the doctrine so 
those who are brought into touch with 
find they want it; that they need it 
beyond question, We can take heart 
the know that what is true is boui 

mats 10. p . that those 
d the founding of the T.S. d 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


TO THEOSOPHY, AN 
ABRIDGEMENT 
Meo py Joy MILLS 
best Book. T. P. H. £1. 


this abridgement one is not 
it being incomplete nor of 
the narrative, In its present 
ook is admirable to recom- 
e inquirer. It tells of Theo- 
of the Theosophical Society 
uage and idioms of the chief 
the present movement, In the 
ave her definitions of Theo- 
31/32) and clearly stated the 
lationship of Theosophy and 
„She also says the Society is 
who are neither philanthro- 
lidents. The one omission 
H. p. Bs views on education, 
will also be invaluable in 
riginal view of Theosophy 
whose introduction to it and 
Was not 7 mA 
| gives unequivi ly . 
attitude to poy Bm 
jects as God, Spiritualis: 
rayer. It also o 
a os the 
r-death states, re r- 
arma. For those 10 a 
ith the early teachings t 
nt of view that em 
disturbing when 
F m with what they had 
the theosophical teaching. i 
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